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Pankaj Oudhia 
Introduction 


Entomophagy and Entomotherapy are well known in Asia since generations. Unfortunately not much work has been done to document 
valuable Traditional Medicinal Knowledge about Insects. Pankaj Oudhia is documenting this knowledge since year 1990. The present note 
“Traditional medicinal knowledge about Pea leaf miner Phytomyza atricornis Meigen. feeding on Senji (Melilotus indica) leaves, in 
Chhattisgarh, India.” is updated version of his previously published online research document available through pankajoudhia.com. 


Keywords: Entomophagy; Entomotherapy; Medicinal Insects; Ayurveda; Chhattisgarh; 


Senji (Melilotus indica) grows as problematic winter season weed in crop fields of Chhattisgarh. In many parts of Chhattisgarh, many varieties of 
Senji are under cultivation as fodder crop. In different systems of medicine in India, many medicinal properties and uses of Senji have been reported. 
In Homoeopathy, it is one of the most frequently used medicines. The traditional healers of Chhattisgarh are also aware of its medicinal uses. The Pea 
leaf miner Phytomyza atricornis uses the Senji herb as alternative host. Pea is a major pest of pulse crops in Chhattisgarh. During the Ethno- 
entomological surveys conducted in different parts of Chhattisgarh, in recent past, many traditional healers informed that in early days the medicinal 
uses of maggots feeding on Senji herb were in existence in many parts of the state. The traditional healers were using the full fed maggots after 
purification, in treatment of all types of bleeding, both internally as well as externally. The purification is the process, the traditional healers of present 
generation is not aware of. This is the reason, according to them, responsible for its less use. It is not its poor efficacy that has made it out of use. 
When the traditional healers of present generation tried the maggots collected from Senji leaves without purification, they observed its harmful 
effects. Through the on-going Ethno-entomological surveys, I am trying my best to gather the information from senior traditional healers aware of its 
purification method. Every year this it infests the Senji heavily. I personally feel that if we can start utilizing the Phytomyza feeding on Senji as 
medicinal insect, this will be the great help for the Chhattisgarh farmers, because they invest much on agrochemicals to manage this insect in crop 
fields. Unlike other medicinal insects, the traditional healers were using the maggots feeding on Senji, in pure form, without adding medicinal herbs 
in it. 


Although the above mentioned traditional medicinal uses are not in existence in Chhattisgarh but from documentation point of view it is important 
information. You will find more details about this medicinal insect in coming articles. 


New comments added on May, 2014 


Through recent surveys I have collected information about over 5000 Formulations in which Phytomyza collected from Melilotus is added as 
important ingredient. These Formulations are used in treatment of skin diseases. In Goniothalamus based Formulations Phytomyza is added as 
tertiary ingredient. In these Formulations barks of different wild trees are added along with Phytomyza. In Psoralea based Formulations it is added 
as quaternary ingredient. These Formulations are used for treatment of allergies. The Traditional Healers of Odisha add Phytomyza as tertiary 
ingredient in Sterculia based Formulations whereas the Healers of Chhattisgarh add it as quinary ingredient in these Formulations. In Wild Curcuma 
based Formulations Phytomyza is added as septenary ingredient. In Tinospora based Formulations it is added as senary ingredient along with 
Ocimun, Hyptis and Costus. These Formulations are popular among the Healers. In Orophea based Formulations for Eczema it is added as denary 
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ingredient. In Asparagus based Formulations of Chhattisgarh Plains Phytomyza is added octonary ingredient. In Medicinal Rice Laicha based 
Formulations it is added as nonary ingredient. In Xanthophyllum based Formulations of Maharashtra it is added as quinary ingredient. For 
information on complete Formulations and dosage please visit pankajoudhia.com 


Thank you very much for reading the article. 
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